
 

LIBERO TRACKING SHEET 
SP= Starting Players    CP  = Current Players 
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Tracking the Libero
The	assistant	scorekeeper	(libero	tracker)	is	responsible	for	tracking	libero	
replacements	in	keeping	with	several	important	rules.	

1. Once the libero is replaced, at least one rally must be completed before 
the libero can replace another player. An	exception	occurs	when	the	libero	
stays	on	the	court	to	serve	in	the	next	rally.	In	one	rotation,	the	libero	can	
replace	the	player	in	the	serving	position	and	serve	the	next	rally	even	if	she	
is already on the court having replaced another player. 
If	the	libero	is	going	to	serve	the	next	rally,	the	libero	does	not	have	to	exit	
the court before replacing the player in the serving position. At all other 
times,	 the	 assistant	 scorekeeper	 should	 observe	 that	 when	 the	 libero	 is	
replaced,	she	does	not	re-enter	the	set	until	after	the	next	rally	is	completed.	
A ”rally” occurs when a team legally contacts a serve or the first referee 
assesses a sanction penalty.  The service position where the libero serves is 
noted	by	placing	a	triangle	around	the	Roman	numeral	(I	-	VI)	in	the	Service 
Order column.  This triangle indicates the only position where the libero 
can serve for the remainder of the set.

2.  When the libero leaves the court, the player replacing the libero must 
be the same player that the libero replaced when she last entered the court. 
The	assistant	scorekeeper	uses	the	Libero	Tracking	Seet	to	record	the	libero	
replacements and ensure their legality. This form must always reflect the 
numbers	of	the	six	players	who	are	currently	on	the	court	for	each	team.
The	starting	players	are	listed	in	serving	order	under	the	column	labeled	SP	
on	the	Libero	Tracking	Sheet.	Libero	replacements	are	recorded	by	writing	
L beside the number of the replaced player to indicate that the libero has 
entered the court in that player’s position. When the non-libero player 
returns	 to	 the	 court,	 the	 re-entering	 player’s	 number	 is	written	 beside	 the		
L. Neither the L nor the non-libero player’s number are slashed to record 
the replacement. All	 regular	 substitutes	 are	 also	 recorded	 on	 the	 Libero	
Tracking	Sheet	by	slashing	the	number	of	the	player	leaving	the	court	and	
writing	the	number	of	 the	entering	substitute	(as	on	line	VI	on	page	123).	 
Each	 time	a	 regular	 substitution	 is	made,	 the	next	number	 (1 - 12)	 in	 the	
Team Substitutions line is slashed as well.  The substitution count on the 
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Libero	Tracking	 Sheet	 should	 always	 equal	 the	 substitution	 count	 on	 the	
scoresheet.	 	 This	 information	 should	 be	 confirmed	 frequently	 during	 the	
match.	The	assistant	scorekeeper	can	provide	backup	information	abou	the	
number of substitutions used by each team for the other match officials if 
asked.	
When	an	exceptional	substitution	is	made,	the	number	of	the	player	leaving	
the	court	is	circled	instead	of	slashed,	and	the	next	number	is	not	slashed	in	
the	Team	Substitution	line	(an	exceptional	substitution	does	not	count	as	a	
team	substitution).		
3.	 The libero can only replace a back-row player.	 In	 the	 Service 

column,	 the	 assistant	 scorekeeper	 marks	 a	 tally	 (	 |	 )	 when	 each	 player	
contacts	the	first	service	for	each	of	her	terms	of	service.		For	example,	the	
first	 time	Red	No.	6	serves	 in	 the	example	set	below,	one	 tally	 is	entered	
under the Service column.  Regardless of the number of times Red No. 6 
serves	before	losing	a	rally,	only	one	tally	mark	is	entered	for	that	term	of	
service.	The	tally	indicates	only	that	Red	No.	6	is	the	current	server,	which	
allows	 the	 assistant	 scorekeeper	 to	 deduce	 that	 the	Red	 back-row	players	
are	No.	6,	No.	4,	 and	No.	8	 (the	 current	 server	 and	 the	 last	 two	 servers).		
Therefore,	those	are	the	only	players	that	the	Red	libero	can	replace	while	
No.	7	is	in	the	service	position	(position	1,	right	back).	
If	the	assistant	scorekeeper	discovers	that	any	of	the	rules	above	have	been	
violated,	 the	 second	 referee	 should	be	notified	 immediately.	The	assistant	
scorekeeper	is	not	required	to	wait	for	the	next	serve	to	be	contacted	before	
reporting the problem.
The	 assistant	 scorekeeper	 must	 also	 ensure	 that	 the	 six	 players	 for	 each	
team who were on the court before a timeout are the same players who 
return to the court after the timeout.  The second referee should be notified 
immediately if this rule is not followed.  
Libero Tracking Example
The	 example	 on	 page	 123	 demonstrates	 the	 various	 notations	 commonly	
made	by	the	assistant	scorekeeper	on	the	Libero	Tracking	Sheet.	
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The	example	shows	that	the	libero	has	replaced	starting	players	No.	6	and	
No.	1	several	times.	At	one	point,	No.	2	substituted	for	No.	6,	and	the	libero	
then	replaced	No.	2.	Consequently,	No.	2	must	be	the	player	who	replaces	
the	libero.	If	the	coach	does	not	want	No.	2	to	remain	on	the	court,	the	coach	
must	substitute	for	No.	2	(in	the	example,	No.	6	was	substituted	for	No.	2).		
Notice that the players’ numbers are only slashed when a regular substition 
is	made	(not	a	libero	replacement),	and	that	the	number	of	slashes	on	the	six	
Serving Order	lines	should	equal	the	tally	of	Team Substitutions. 
The	 libero	also	replaced	No.	1	at	some	point	 in	 the	set	and	served	 in	 that	
rotation	(note	the	triangle	around	Roman	numeral IV under Serving Order).	
This is the only rotation in which the libero can legally serve for this entire 
set.
The	example	also	shows	that	the	libero	is	currently	in	the	service	position	
(position	1,	right-back).	 	That	 is	determined	by	noting	that,	 in	 the	Service	
column,	 line	 IV	 has	 3	 tally	 marks,	 and	 line	 V	 has	 only	 2	 tally	 marks,	
indicating	that	the	player(s)	on	line	IV	is	currently	serving,	and	the	players	
on	line	V	will	be	the	next	server.		Therefore,	the	assistant	scorekeeper	can	
quickly	determine	that	the	back-row	players	at	this	time	are	the	libero,	No.	
7	and	No.	3.  
Libero Tracking in a Deciding Set
In	a	deciding	set,	the	three-column	section	of	the	Libero	Tracking	Sheet	is	
used to accommodate the teams changing courts when one team has scored 
eight	 points.	 Before	 the	 teams	 switch	 courts,	 record	 libero	 replacements	
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and	 substitutions	 in	 the	 far	 left	 column	 of	 the	 libero	 tracking	 sheet	 for	
the	 team	 that	 starts	 the	 set	 to	 the	 scorekeeper’s	 left.	 Record	 the	 position	
where	the	libero	serves	(if	applicable)	and	the	tallies	for	Service and Team 
Substitutions for that team in both the far left and far right sections.  For 
the	 team	 that	 starts	 on	 the	 scorekeeper’s	 right,	 record	 replacements	 and	
substitutions in the middle column only.  
When	the	 teams	switch	sides,	move	the	 last	entry	on	each	of	 the	six	 lines	
from the far left column to the far right column labeled CP	(which	stands	
for	“Current	Player”).	If	the	libero	is	on	the	court	when	the	switch	occurs,	
record	the	number	of	 the	player	the	libero	replaced,	and	write	an	L to the 
right	of	it.	For	the	remainder	of	the	set,	use	the	middle	column	for	the	team	
that	is	now	on	the	scorekeeper’s	left,	and	the	far	right	column	for	the	team	
that	is	on	the	scorekeeper’s	right.	See	the	example	below.




